Treatment of tuberculous empyema with multiple fistulae by reexpansion of the affected lung and restoration of its function: report of a case.
We report herein the case of a patient in whom a calcified tuberculous empyema with multiple fistulae was successfully treated by a new surgical approach. Reexpansion of the affected lung which had calcified over 30 years was achieved by covering the multiple bronchial fistulae using the omentum without obliterating the empyema cavity. Although the patient presented with severe aspiration pneumonia, he made a complete recovery and is now leading a better quality of life than before. This new operative method is less invasive and can therefore be performed much more easily on critically ill patients than conventional methods.